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The need to keep pace with the profound transformations and
changes in information and communications systems, as well as the
shift towards a knowledge society, has prompted authorities and
governments to reconsider their higher education sector strategies and
everything that can ensure the quality of its services. Attempts to
evaluate and improve university performance have begun, emphasizing
the concepts of quality and accreditation as a contemporary
development trend. The quality of higher education has become an
urgent necessity, ensuring which requires the provision of a framework
of rules, laws, and mechanisms that can ensure the smooth running of
higher education institutions, enabling them to achieve quality and
excellence in performance. Hence, the need to adopt evaluation and
accreditation systems aimed at reviewing educational programs
according to clear, internationally recognized standards has emerged,
to verify the effectiveness of these programs in preparing human
cadres capable of international competition and achieving the
requirements of comprehensive development. This contributes to
improving the quality of higher education institutions and ensuring the
alignment of their outputs with national qualifications frameworks.

In this context, applied practices for evaluating and accrediting
educational programs vary from one country to another, in terms of
regulatory frameworks, implementing bodies, adopted standards, and
implementation and monitoring mechanisms. Perhaps this disparity
and diversity in practices highlights the need to study some local,
regional, and international experiences in the field of evaluating and
accrediting educational programs, and to extract best practices in this
field and utilize them in developing the system for evaluating and
accrediting educational programs at higher education institutions in
Egypt in general, and the external review of these programs in
particular.

The study relied on the descriptive reseach method to achieve its
objectives, which are to analyze the regulatory and legislative
frameworks governing the program accreditation system in the selected
countries, and used a best practices approach on Building on the
analysis of leading international and Arab experiences in the field of
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evaluating and accreditation academic program to identify best
practices to inform the development of reforming the evaluating and
accreditation system of academic programs at higher education
institutions in Egypt.

Keywords: Educational Programmes — Programme Accreditation —
External Review
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