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Obstacles to Employing Artificial Intelligence (AI) Applications

for Faculty Members in Islamic Education Departments at Al-
Azhar University and Measures to Overcome Them

Abstract

The study aimed to uncover the obstacles hindering the integration of
artificial intelligence (AI) applications in the educational process within
Islamic education specializations, from the perspective of faculty members at
the Colleges of Education at Al-Azhar University. The study employed the
descriptive method, using a questionnaire administered to a sample of 40
faculty members.

The findings revealed that the severity level of obstacles to employing Al
applications in the educational process for Islamic education specializations
was "high," with a mean score of 3.92 out of 5. The category of obstacles
related to students ranked first, followed by those related to the university
environment, then obstacles related to the nature of the Islamic education
specialization, while the obstacles related to faculty members came in last.
The most significant obstacles from the respondents’ perspective included:
the low financial return for faculty members, students' familiarity with
traditional printed books and their resistance to new technologies, the lack of
alignment between student assessment systems and Al applications, and the
inadequate infrastructure to support Al.

The results also indicated statistically significant differences based on
gender, in favor of females, while no significant differences were found
based on academic rank, training, or secondment to other universities.

The study proposed several measures to overcome these obstacles, the most
notable of which were: establishing a College of Artificial Intelligence at Al-
Azhar University to train and prepare cadres characterized by moderation
and digital-era readiness; updating course descriptions to align with Al
applications; enacting legislative council-approved laws to govern standards
and regulations for Al practice; and providing opportunities for researchers
in Islamic education to pursue master’s and doctoral studies under joint
supervision with Al experts at advanced universities.

The study also recommended conducting further research, including studies
on the Al competencies required by faculty members to fulfill their roles in
keeping pace with the digital age.

Keywords: Obstacles, Islamic Education, Artificial Intelligence, University
Education.
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