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Artificial Intelligence in Contemporary Egyptian Theatrical Texts
A Study of the Works of ** Muhammad Ali Abdel Hadi""
Abstract:

This study aims to trace the development of artificial intelligence as both a cognitive and applied
phenomenon, and to analyze its employment within theatrical texts by examining selected works
of the playwright Mohamed Ali Abdel Hady. The study seeks to uncover the mechanisms of Al
presence in dramatic structure and explore the reciprocal influence between this technology and
the human self, reflecting the transformations imposed by technology on society and human
consciousness.

The study reached several key findings, including:

e The playwright, through the sample texts, identified a range of characteristics and
features of robots, such as continuous work without fatigue, discipline and precision,
minimal need for energy and food, and lack of emotional response or human
relationships.

« All sample texts portray a dystopian vision warning of a cold, artificial future in which
humanity is marginalized in favor of machinery and production systems, and real life is
replaced by a virtual one.

e Aspects of virtual reality were clearly manifested in the plays "My Mother: A Virtual
Reality" and "The Second Life", both of which reflect the negative consequences of
virtual reality technologies associated with Al, showing how they shift from tools of
communication to false substitutes that erode real human experiences and relationships.

e The setting in the studied texts was not presented as a neutral backdrop for events, but
rather was used as a symbolic and psychological element that deepened the dramatic
structure and revealed emotional and conflict-driven dimensions of the characters’
interactions with Al.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence — Contemporary Egyptian Theatre Texts — Mohamed Ali Abdel
Hady.
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