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The Level of Linguistic Output among Secondary School
Students in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: An Applied Study
Based on a Linguistic Corpus

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the level of linguistic competence among
male and female high school students in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
through an applied study based on the "Tharwa Lexical Corpus"—a
computerized linguistic corpus comprising authentic texts written by
students in Saudi schools. The study sample included 400 texts, with
200 from male students and 200 from female students, collected in
2006, providing an opportunity to observe linguistic usage features
during that specific period.

The research employed a descriptive analytical approach and analyzed
the students’ linguistic competence from four main aspects: lexical,
syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic. The results revealed that female
students outperformed in lexical density and vocabulary diversity,
while male students showed a tendency toward using direct structures
and colloquial expressions.

Digital text analysis tools and statistical software were utilized to
obtain precise indicators, enabling the formulation of developmental
recommendations in the field of Arabic language education. The
researcher hopes this study contributes to building realistic linguistic
content that benefits curricula, teachers, content developers, and
enhances understanding of gender-based linguistic differences in
educational contexts.

Keywords:

Linguistic competence, Saudi students, high school, linguistic corpus,
language analysis, Tharwat Al-Lafziyah.
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