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Intellectual Property Rights of Manuscript Editors: An
Analytical Study

Dr. Mohamed Khalaf Ibrahim

Abstract

This study examines the intellectual property rights of
manuscript editors by analyzing their current status and
proposing some means of protection. The theoretical
framework of the study addresses the concept of intellectual
property rights and their characteristics, the nature of
copyright, the scientific editing of manuscripts and its stages,
as well as the qualities of a good manuscript editor. The
analytical part of the study discusses the creative aspects of the
manuscript editing process by presenting the concept of
independence and its limits, and the relationship between the
editing process and the original manuscript text. It also
examines the current legal situation of intellectual property
rights for manuscript editors through a review of the most
important international and national legislations on intellectual
property protection, and highlights practical challenges in
protecting the rights of manuscript editors, including
plagiarism, proof of intellectual ownership, and the difficulties
faced in its documentation. Finally, the study proposes some
methods to protect the intellectual property of manuscript
editors.

The descriptive-analytical method was employed to analyze the
reality of intellectual property rights for manuscript editors, to
determine the originality of the editing work, and to assess the
extent of its legal protection.

The study concluded with several findings, including that the
outcomes of the editing process are entirely independent of the
original manuscript text, and that the intellectual output of
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manuscript editors has not received adequate legal protection.
Moreover, international and national legislations on copyright
lack explicit provisions that recognize and protect the
intellectual efforts of editors.

The study presented a set of recommendations, including the
necessity of enacting specialized laws with explicit provisions
to protect the intellectual property rights of manuscript editors,
the establishment of professional institutions and associations
for editors to safeguard their intellectual output, and the
enhancement of technical protection for the digital intellectual
products of manuscript editors.

Keywords: Intellectual property rights — manuscript editors
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