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The Image Of Women In The Collection "Egyptian
Stories” By Muhammad Husayn Haykal (D. 1956)
A Critical Study In The Mirror Of The Social

Approach
Amira Ahmed Mohammed Khalil
Department of Literature and Criticism
Arabic Language Division Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls
in Zagazig, Al-Azhar University Arab Republic of Egypt

Email: amiraKhalile.6 7@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This research aims to explore the image of women in the short story
collection "Egyptian Stories" by the writer and author Muhammad Hussein
Heikal, He depicted various depictions of Egyptian and Arab women within the
pages of his collection, revealing through them the social, religious, political,
and intellectual dimensions that surrounded them during a particular period of
history, In an exciting and moving style, and with important basic elements in
building the art of the short story, from characters, language, time, place, and
events, most of which are inspired by lived reality.

The research consists of an introduction, a preface, two chapters, a
conclusion, and indexes. The introduction includes the importance of the topic,
the reasons for choosing it, its problems, and the difficulties it faced, as well as
the study’s methodology and plan, The preface includes three topics: the first
includes the writer’s life and works, the second includes the concept of the short
story and the stages of its development in modern Arabic literature, and the third
includes the concept of the social method and its intellectual starting points.
Regarding the two chapters: The first was entitled: “The Image of Women:
Patterns and Visions,” and included a study of the image of women as “the
daughter, the wife, the mother, the lover, the victim, and the conscious
intellectual,” while the second chapter was entitled: “Storytelling Techniques in
Heikal’s Short Story Collection,” and included a study of “characters, language,
events, the narrative environment (place and time), and intertextuality” The
research was then concluded with a conclusion that included the most important
results and recommendations, followed by a list of sources and references, and
an index of topics.

Keywords.- Short Story, Muhammad Hussein Heikal, Egyptian Stories, The
Image Of Women, Narrative Elements, Characters, Language, Events.
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