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Grammatical Boundaries between the Malhat al-
I'rab and lIbn Malik's Alfiyya

A Comparative Analytical Grammatical Study
Hamed Ahmed Mustafa Al-Afifi

Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Sadat City, Egypt.

Email: hamedafyfy67@gmail.com
Abstract:

This research aims to compare the grammatical definitions in two of
the most significant grammatical works: Mulhat al-I'rab by Abu al-
Qasim al-Hariri (d. 515 AH) and al-Khulasah al-Alfiyyah by Ibn Malik
(d. 672 AH). It is well known that the latter has long served as the
foundation for grammatical study in educational institutions across
the Arab and Islamic world.

The importance of grammatical definitions lies in their role in
distinguishing between grammatical terms and establishing clear
boundaries that prevent overlap and ambiguity.

The study is structured into an introduction, a prelude, and four main
sections. In the introduction, the significance of the topic, the
reasons for its selection, the adopted methodology, and the research
plan are outlined.

The prelude, entitled Between al-Hariri and Ibn Malik, and Their
Poems, provides an overview of the two authors and their works.
Chapter One: Types of Definitions and Conditions of Definition.
Chapter Two: Shared Definitions between al-Hariri and Ibn Malik.
Chapter Three: Definitions Unique to Abu al-Qasim al-Hariri.

Chapter Four: Definitions Unique to Ibn Malik.

The research concludes with a summary of key findings, the most
notable of which is that both works demonstrate a strong concern
for grammatical definitions, with lbn Malik’s Alfiyyah being more
comprehensive in this regard.
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Other findings include the variation in the types of grammatical
definitions used by the two authors, ranging from essential
definitions (hadd) to descriptive definitions (rasm). The study also
reveals that while they share some definitions, each has unique
contributions, with Ibn Malik including a greater number of exclusive
definitions in his Alfiyyah that are not found in Mulhat al-I‘'rab.

The study ends with two indexes: one for sources and references,
and another for research topics.

Keywords: grammatical definitions, al-Hariri, lbn Malik, Mulhat al-
I'rab, Alfiyya
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