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Social And Health Care Institutions In Persia
During The llkhanate Period

(694-736 AH / 1295-1335 AD)
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Abstract:

The Mongols were able to invade the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad in the year
656 AH / 1258 AD, and then completely control the affairs of the Abbasid
Caliphate, culminating in the killing of the caliph Al-Musta'sim Billah. It was
expected that there would be a complete disruption of the services provided for
the care of the elderly, the poor, the needy, and orphans, especially the Sufis.
However, paradoxically, we found - through this research - that these services
continued to operate as they had before. Strangely, after further research, we
found that some of the Mongols had their own institutions dedicated to serving
these groups, which were endowed with waqf to ensure their continuation.

These institutions varied between social and health ones. The social ones
include, for example, the ribat, the zawiyas, the khangahs, and the shelters,
while the health ones include, for example, the bimaristans (hospitals). A
distinguished program was established for the management of these institutions;
there was a complete team for their administrative organization. We found that
each social institution had a supervisor, a wakf overseer, staff, workers, and a
cook. There was also a sheikh and a muezzin for the zawiyas and ribats. As for
the hospitals, there were doctors, nurses, workers, and administrators serving
this institution.

There was also a precise financial system based on providing the needs of the
residents within these establishments for food, drink, and clothing. There were
multiple sources of funding for these needs, the first of which was the state,
which allocated part of its revenues to these establishments. Additionally, there
was a source represented by the endowments from individuals for these
establishments to ensure their sustainability and to preserve their continuity in
providing charitable work.

Therefore, the result was a prominent emergence of the role of these institutions
towards the categories of the poor, orphans, widows, foundlings, and others in
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need. These institutions also provided comprehensive healthcare for patients;
however, these institutions were affected positively and negatively, depending on
the economic conditions that the country was going through.

Keywords.- Facilities , Rabat , Khanqah , Zawiya , Shelter , Beimaristan
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