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Abstract:
The study aimed to explore the relationship between the
extent of second cycle students' use of social media and
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networks and their awareness of cybersecurity and privacy

protection. It also sought to measure the sample's awareness of

the importance of privacy and cybersecurity. A descriptive

approach was adopted, utilizing a questionnaire applied to a

sample of 650 male and female second cycle students. The study

yielded several key findings :

1. No statistically significant differences were found in the
sample’s exposure to cybersecurity and privacy protection
issues on social networks based on gender, attributed to the
topic’s equal importance for both genders and their reliance
on social media as an information source, which underscores
the significance of their engagement with these platforms for
cybersecurity and privacy-related information.

2. The sample’s reliance on social media for information
privacy was primarily moderate (58.4%), followed by high
reliance (31.5%), with only 10.1% reporting no reliance at
all.

3. The reasons for engaging with cybersecurity issues on social
media included obtaining detailed information about
cybersecurity (45.5%), following updates on protecting
personal accounts (40.3%), and learning about national
decisions to combat hacking and electronic extortion (5.8%).
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