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Abstract:

The present study investigates the cognitive and
educational impact of an enjoyable learning approach centered
on child-created picture stories in improving writing expression
skills among first-grade primary students. A purposive sample
of thirty (n = 30) male students from Simaisma Primary School
for Boys in Qatar participated in the study. To achieve the
research objectives, a structured intervention program was
developed, grounded in enjoyable learning principles and
narrative construction strategies aimed at fostering early
writing competencies. A pretest—posttest design was employed
using a specially constructed Writing Expression Skills Test.
The pretest assessed students’ baseline performance and
identified specific areas in need of development. The
intervention was implemented over six weeks during the
second academic term. Following the intervention, the posttest
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was administered, and the results were analyzed using the
paired-samples #-test to determine statistically significant
differences in student performance before and after the
program. Findings revealed a significant improvement in
writing expression skills post-intervention, indicating the
efficacy of child-driven narrative construction as a cognitively
engaging and developmentally appropriate strategy for early
learners. The results are discussed in light of relevant cognitive
development theories and prior empirical findings, highlighting
the value of integrating enjoyable, story-based learning
frameworks into foundational writing instruction.

Keywords: engaging learning - comics - writing expression
skills.
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