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Abstract

The aim of the research was to reveal the possibility of achieving the
proposed model of the relationship between perceived parental expectations
as an independent variable and academic cheating behavior as a dependent
variable through self-esteem as a mediating variable. Additionally, the
research aimed to uncover the direct and indirect effects of the research
variables among a sample of university students. The sample consisted of
(549) male and female students, selected from university students, with
(292) males and (257) females, whose ages ranged between (18-23) years,
with a mean age of (20.89) years and a standard deviation of (3.81). The
researchers used measures: perceived parental expectations, academic
cheating behavior, self-esteem, all of which were (prepared by the
researchers), using the descriptive approach. Using the statistical method
"Path Analysis" to verify the model using the statistical program (AMOS.
V.26), the results found a good fit between the path analysis model and the
research participants' data: All values of the fit indices for the path analysis
model of perceived parental expectations as an independent variable, self-
esteem as a mediating variable, and academic cheating behavior as a
dependent variable, were in the acceptable range for good fit and with good
degrees. The results also showed that there were statistically significant
positive direct effects of perceived parental expectations on academic
cheating behavior, statistically significant negative direct effects of self-
esteem on academic cheating behavior, and statistically significant negative
direct effects of perceived parental expectations on self-esteem. The results
also indicated that self-esteem partially mediates the relationship between
perceived parental expectations and academic cheating, which confirms that
perceived parental expectations have a significant impact, either directly or
through self-esteem as a mediating variable among university students.

Key Words: Self-Esteem, Perceived Parental Expectations, Academic
Cheating behavior, University Students.
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