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 أهل الكتاب، تعريفهم، والمراد بهم

 إعداد
 محمد جابر محمد حسن

 إمام وخطيب بوزارة الأوقاف،
 وباحث دكتوراه بكلية الآداب

 جامعة أسيوط
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It is not hidden from any fair-minded person that people today need 

to be informed about the virtues and truths of Islam through the 

Sunnah and the Prophetic biography, which highlight the great 

character of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) in his 

good treatment of the People of the Book, including Jews and 

Christians of all sects. 

This includes the fact that most human societies are composed of a 

mixture of Muslims and non-Muslims, who are in need of one 

another for their daily needs. 

A large number of misconceptions and deviant understandings have 

spread among certain groups of people, leading to division and 

quarrels, and preventing opportunities for mutual coexistence in 

accordance with human brotherhood. 

Today's societies are dominated by sects of the People of the Book, 

and this requires regulating the relationship between Muslims and 

others within these societies.  All followers of the two religions, 

Judaism and Christianity, are considered People of the Book, and 

their sacrifices and marriage to their chaste women are permissible 

according to the majority of scholars. This is in contrast to other 

sects of infidels, such as Zoroastrians, idol worshippers, and others, 

whose sacrifices and women are not permissible for Muslims. The 

People of the Book are those who were given the Book themselves, 

meaning those who have a Book, such as the Jews and Christians to 

whom the Torah and the Gospel were revealed. As for the infidels, 

they are more general than the People of the Book, as every People 

of the Book is an infidel, but not every infidel is a People of the 

Book. They are called People of the Book because God revealed 

two books to the Children of Israel: the first to Moses, peace be 

upon him, which is the Torah, and the second to Jesus, peace be 

upon him, which is the Gospel. The address "O People of the Book" 

to the Jews and Christians is a reminder of the great blessing that 

God Almighty bestowed upon them by revealing these books of 

sublime status.
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