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The prohibition of tea in the poetry of the scholar
MohamedhenlbnHmeyid Ad-Daimani (d. 1358 AH)
AbouBekrenHmeyid
Professor of literature and language University of Islamic Studies in
Aioun - Mauritania
Email: aboumd4@amail.com

Abstract

Green tea, since its first entry into Mauritania (the
country historically known as Chinguitti) in the 14th
century AH / 19th century AD, has represented an exciting
issue. This issue resulted in a wide jurisprudential
controversy, in which the opinions of scholars differed based
on their positions from the substance.A ratherconsiderable
number of religious scholarswere inclined to its
prohibition. They based this legal opinion on the potential
harmful effects of tea on health, which they saw as
confirmed. Whereas,many other religious scholarstook the
opposite position and ruled that tea is very permissible
(halal) to consume. They based their verdict on the
jurisprudential rule that in principle, all things are
permissible (halal) unless a religious text or the like says the
otherwise.

The Mauritanian savant and poet:
MohamedhenlbnHmeyid(d. 1358 AH), was one of the
scholars who favored the prohibition of tea, and warned
against its consumption. This paper studies a poem of his
that he devoted to documenting his stance from tea and
preaching against its use.

Aside from the mentioned-above controversy about
green tea and its consequences, thepoetry written in that era
about tea remains a quite interesting literature that
chronicles an important stage in the history of fatwas, and
the divergence of scholars’ opinions regarding developments
that occur in people’s lives from time to time.

Keywords:  poetry, tea, prohibition, lbnHmeyid,
Mauritanian, debates, jurisprudence, fatwa, Chinguetti.
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