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Abstract

The political landscape in Egypt has witnessed a growing influence of
business elites, extending beyond the economic sphere to affect public
policymaking and the orientation of political parties. This entanglement between
capital and political authority has generated a range of challenges related to
social justice and the transparency of political decision-making. Accordingly,
the central problem addressed in this study lies in understanding the nature and
scope of the role played by businesspeople as political actors within networks of
political and economic influence, and in examining whether this influence
contributes to reinforcing or undermining the democratic transition and
institutional balance in Egypt. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, drawing on field interviews with businesspeople, party leaders, and
civil society organization officials. The findings reveal that business elites exert
both direct influence—particularly through campaign financing—and indirect
influence via media ownership and professional associations, despite their
reluctance to be labeled as a “pressure group.” The research also uncovers
pragmatic relationships between business actors and political parties, which have
compromised party independence and posed threats to political pluralism.
Furthermore, civil society organizations have reported a noticeable decline in
electoral transparency due to the rise of political money, amidst legislative and
regulatory shortcomings. Despite these constraints, civil society continues to
play a vital role in oversight and public awareness
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