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Abstract :

This study aims to analyze the intellectual project of German philosopher
Jirgen Habermas, focusing on his position regarding modernity and
postmodernity. It highlights his attempt to overcome the crisis of instrumental
reason in Western thought by proposing “communicative reason” as a more
inclusive alternative based on dialogue, understanding, and rational
consensus.The research argues that Habermas aims not to reject modernity
but to reconstruct it through communicative rationality. It examines the social
and intellectual influences that shaped his thinking, including Enlightenment
ideals, the Frankfurt School, and his interest in the public sphere and
deliberative democracy.The paper also analyzes how Habermas redefined the
relationship between knowledge, power, and communication, offering a critical
alternative to postmodernist tendencies toward fragmentation and relativism.
The study underscores Habermas’s significant role in renewing sociological
theory and revitalizing critical reason as a foundation for justice and democracy

in modern societies.
Keywords:

Habermas — Communicative Reason — Modernity — Postmodernity — Critical

Theory.
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@ David Martinez , Habermas’s Discourse Ethics and Hegel’s Critique of Kant: Agent
Neutrality, Ideal Role Taking, and Rational Discourse, Philosophy and Social Criticism, 2018 , p
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available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00354161
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