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COMPETITIVENESS OF EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURAL TRADE WITH
THE BRICS BLOC

Fatma G. Abd Elsalam
Agric . Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric ., Zagazig Univ ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The research aims to measure the competitiveness of Egypt's trade in
agricultural commodities with the BRICS bloc, considering that the BRICS bloc is one of the
largest global economic blocs, as the volume of foreign trade of the BRICS bloc is estimated
at about 20.8% of the total global trade as an average for the period (2010 - 2023). The results
showed that the total trade volume between Egypt and the BRICS bloc amounted to about $31
billion as an average for the period (2010-2023), while the volume of Egypt’s trade in
agricultural goods with the BRICS bloc amounted to about $6.7 billion during the average of
the previous period. The results also showed that the largest rate of coverage of Egypt’s
agricultural exports to its imports with the BRICS markets came from Saudi Arabia and Iran,
respectively. As for the market share index, it was shown that the largest market share of
Egyptian agricultural exports was in the markets of Saudi Arabia and the UAE, respectively,
while the trade openness index showed that there is trade openness for Egyptian agricultural
commodities in the markets of Russia, Brazil, and India. When measuring the geographical
concentration index of both Egyptian agricultural exports and imports with the BRICS bloc, it
was shown that there is a high geographical concentration of Egyptian agricultural exports
within the BRICS markets. This requires distributing these exports across global markets to
reduce the risk of their concentration in one market and the risk of losing this market for
various reasons, such as competition from countries exporting the same product, which arises
due to quality, prices, or political reasons. As for the import side, the results showed that there
is also a high geographical concentration of Egypt's agricultural imports from the BRICS
markets, which also indicates that Egypt's imports of the agricultural commodity group are
poorly distributed among other countries.

Key words: competitiveness, BRICS, trade openness, geographical concentration.

s :O 3 ‘
(G daala Aol RS el 3l SLa®Y) Ml Jielan] dans agfal) 2 2641
5 gaiall dnala - del )l 40K e 5 el SLaBY) i L 3 ana 3§22



