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Forgiveness in the Holy Qur'an
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Abstract

This research explores the moral value of pardon (al-‘afw) as one of
the central ethical principles emphasized in the Noble Qur’an, due to its
vital role in strengthening the foundations of the Islamic society and
achieving cohesion and unity among its members. The topic was chosen
for several reasons, most notably the frequent mention of pardon in the
Qur’anic text—appearing thirty-three times—and its essential function in
both the servant’s relationship with God Almighty and the unity of the
Muslim nation.

The study was structured according to a comprehensive academic
plan, consisting of an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion, and
various scholarly indices. Chapter One addressed the linguistic and
Qur’anic meanings of pardon, along with related expressions. Chapter
Two discussed pardon as one of the divine attributes, both in terms of
legislative mercy and God's forgiveness of His servants. Chapter Three
examined pardon as a moral trait of believers, highlighting the divine
commands to pardon others—whether Muslims or non-Muslims—and
exploring its benefits and fruits. The research concluded with a summary
of the key findings.

The study employed the inductive method to trace the Qur’anic verses,
alongside descriptive and analytical approaches in examining the
concepts presented in the chapters dealing with divine attributes and
believer’s morals. The work adhered to academic standards, including
citation, documentation, verification of sources, biographical
referencing, and clarification of any ambiguous terms or expressions.

Keywords Forgtveness Ethics Moral Vs Noble Qur'a
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