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Abstract

This study addresses the topic: “The Rulings on Rejecting Confessions Based on Circumstantial
Evidence: A Jurisprudential and Applied Legal Study”, a subject of critical importance and precision within the
field of judicial evidence. It plays a vital role in achieving justice and safeguarding rights. The research aims to
clarify the legitimacy of rejecting confessions when contradicted by strong circumstantial evidence and to identify
the criteria governing this issue in light of Islamic jurisprudence and the Saudi legal system. This is achieved

through a foundational comparative analysis supported by practical judicial applications.

The research stems from the central question: To what extent is it permissible to reject a confession

based on circumstantial evidence in Islamic jurisprudence and the Saudi judicial system? Related sub—questions
involve the definition of confession, the limits of its probative value, the nature and types of circumstantial
evidence, and the judge’s discretionary authority in assessing such evidence. The researcher employed the
descriptive analytical method, combining jurisprudential and legal sources with comparative insights and case

.studies from Saudi courts

The study demonstrates that, although confession is considered one of the strongest forms of evidence,

its probative force is not absolute. It may be rejected when credible circumstantial evidence casts doubt on its
truthfulness—particularly in cases involving suspicion or accusation. The research further confirms that the
Saudi legal system adopts this principle and grants judges discretionary authority to reject confessions when

.contradicted by apparent facts or reliable evidence

The research concludes with several findings, most notably: the permissibility of rejecting confessions

under strong circumstantial evidence according to both jurisprudential and legal standards, and the practical
application of this principle in Saudi court rulings. The researcher also presents several recommendations to
enhance judicial understanding and educational curricula, and to unify judicial approaches to the use of

.circumstantial evidence

This study contributes to enriching legal and jurisprudential literature and opens new avenues for
understanding the interplay between confession and circumstantial evidence, thus advancing the justice system

.and protecting individual rights

Keywords: Confession, Circumstantial Evidence, Rejection of Confession, Saudi Judiciary.
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