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Expository Criticism In The Work Of Dr. Abd Allah

Mahrous: Justifications And Strategies Of Approach
Lotfi Fikri Mohamed Al-Joudi
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for
boys in Qena, Al-Azhar University, Qena, Egypt

Email: LotfyMahmoud.4119@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Expository criticism—also referred to as “criticism of criticism”—constitutes a vital
intellectual and applied critical activity concerned with re-examining critical
discourses that accompany or parallel literary texts. It thus holds an indispensable
position within the domain of critical studies. Through this form of criticism, one can
penetrate the deeper layers of texts, offering an insightful vision that explores their
hidden thresholds, redirects their discourses, and reintroduces their presentations—
whenever the opportunity allows.

Although this type of criticism has yet to crystallize into a fully-fledged, major
critical theory and is still in the process of maturing and reaching its full potential, it
nonetheless represents a critical achievement distinct from general literary criticism in
its engagement with creative texts—whether in poetry or prose. It grants these texts
interpretive fronts that describe the systems and structures that uphold them, delving
into their theoretical frameworks—thus granting them a cognitive dimension that
brings them closer to being a favored subject of study and discourse.

It must be acknowledged, however, that expository critical studies have fallen short
in illuminating many of the practical aspects of this significant contribution, often
limiting themselves to theoretical celebration. This has rendered such studies
somewhat vague in their outlines, making many researchers hesitant to explore their
depths out of fear of error.

In this study, I have ventured into the applied realm of this critical practice through
the work of one of its prominent figures and distinguished scholars—Dr. Abd Allah
Mahrous (may Allah have mercy on him)—specifically through his book Classica/
Arabic Crizicism. Study and Analysis, which serves as a model of this type of critical
approach, offering a precedent that is both unique and unfamiliar in prior examples.
Motivated by my deep admiration and sincere affection for this distinguished scholar
and his singular critical performance, I have chosen to explore this unique form of
criticism in his work—examining the justifications behind his critical proposals and
the strategies he employed in his approach.

Keywords.- Dr. Abd Allah Mahrous , Critical Consciousness , Expository
Criticism , Justifications of Vision , Strategies of Approach
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