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The role of a school journalist is crucial in educating high school students
about the safe use of new media applications

The study aimed to explore the role of school media specialists in raising awareness among high school students about secure usage of new media
applications. It falls under descriptive research, employing a survey method. The questionnaire was administered to a sample comprising 405 high
school students and 218 school media specialists, The study findings indicate that media activities facilitating student awareness of secure usage of
new media applications ranked as follows among the study sample: "School radio" ranked first with 80.9%, followed by "School journalism" at
57.3%, then "Published posters" at 51.5%. "Debates" followed at 49.2%, and "Seminars" at 27.7%. Lastly, "School parliament" ranked fifth at
16.8%, Regarding the role of school media specialists in raising awareness of secure usage of new media applications, according to both specialists
and high school students: "Organizing debates and school parliaments to raise awareness" ranked first with 82.1% of the study sample. Second
was "Activating a dedicated school Facebook page for awareness" at 77.9%, followed by "Educating about legal protection when using new media
securely” at 76.6%. Additionally, "Providing information to students about the dimensions of secure usage, such as risks, privacy, controls,
protection mechanisms, and legal rights" ranked fourth at 75.0%, The study also confirmed statistically significant differences between male and
female students in their perceptions of the role of school media specialists in raising awareness about secure usage of new media applications.
Significant differences were also found among high school students across different grades/ classes in their attitudes toward the role of school

media specialists in this areas".
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