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Abstract

Translation was and still is the key means for intellectual
and cultural exchange among peoples, and nations, and
across languages. Faith books from different creeds and
languages had a fair share of translations, which makes them
one of the key pathways for contributing to the development
of Translation Studies and Translation Theories over the
centuries.

This research deals with one of the branches of Islamic
texts: namely, Prophetic traditions. In fact, both the Qur’an
and sunnah are deemed to be divine revelations; the Qur’an
being a revelation verbally and substantively, while reported
hadiths are considered to be revelations but in the substantive
sense only. That said, it is also confirmed that all such
traditions were pronounced based on Allah’s support to the
Prophet (peace be upon him) concerning the accurate,
comprehensive, and succinct phrasing. Prophetic traditions
were subject of translations and re-translations across time
into several languages, including Ambharic, Latin, English,
French, and Hebrew. Similar to the Qur’an, such translations
have gone were made with varying purposes in mind:
orientalists, for example studied and translated the traditions
with a view to understanding Islam, based on the belief that
sunnah 1s the second source for Islamic sharia. Muslims, on
the other hand, translated traditions, in order to introduce
Islam and to disseminate sunnah in different communities,
and to ensure a truthful rendering of the upright message of
Islam to non-Arabs.

The honorable sunnah is an was subject to ferocious
attacks by the adversaries of Islam. Their main target is to
strip this tradition of its specificity, i.e., the fact that it is a
revelation in substance, as testified by verse 4:113 (4n-
Nissa’) “And [Allah] has revealed to you the Book and
wisdom and has taught you that which you did not know. And



ever has the favor of Allah upon you been great.””!¢ Thus, this
research examines three translations of Prophetic traditions
into Hebrew: the Ahmadiyya Community translation titled,
Selected Traditions from the Speech of the Prophet
Muhammad May the Peace and Prayers be upon Him (1989),
juxtaposed against the translation by the Orientalist
scholar Emanuel Kupelevitz in his book, The World of
Prophet Muhammad: Society and Religion from the
Perspective of Traditions (2011); and against the translation
issued by Dar As Salaam, Mukhtassar (Summary) Sahih Al
Bukhari, By Ibn Abi Jamra (2018). The aim is to identify the
methodology, and the extent of accuracy of the translations
and appropriate equivalence between source and target. The
paper studies the strategies used for dealing with Translator's
frameworks issues in the traditions. The research also
addresses the cultural transfer between Arabic and Hebrew
and the problematic nature of rendering Islamic terms into
Hebrew — despite the fact that both languages are descendants
of the same family.

The study adopts a contrastive comparative approach by
juxtaposing the source and target. This will be combined with
a descriptive part to present the findings of the research and
the strategies employed to deal with problematic parts in the
source text. The research aims to provide recommendations
with regards to assessing the most accurate translation(s) and
the closest equivalence to the source in terms of meaning.

https://qurandall.net/ar/translate/1/4/113())
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