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Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the concept of marital maintenance
(alimony), the legal rulings that follow from it, and the
circumstances that extinguish the obligation of marital
maintenance as provided for in the Saudi Personal Status Law. It
also examines juristic opinions on those extinguishing
circumstances and the relationship between the statutory
provisions and the positions of the jurists. The paper is organized
as follows: an introduction that frames the topic; the first section
defines marital maintenance, its ruling, and its causes; the second
section presents the circumstances expressly set out in the
Personal Status Law that terminate the obligation to provide
maintenance, the jurists’ views regarding those circumstances, and
an analysis of the relationship between them. The study concludes
with several findings, the most important of which is that the
circumstances specified in the Personal Status Law that terminate
marital maintenance are consistent with the majority position
among scholars that those circumstances extinguish the

maintenance obligation.

Keywords: Marital alimony, personal status, family provisions.
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