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Schopenhauer's Philosophy of Law and Theory of Justice:

Analytical and Critical Study

Mohammad Alwahaib
Abstract

This study deals with one of the basic aspects of Schopenhauer's political
thought, namely, the philosophy of law and the theory of justice, which
included the study of several moral issues. Schopenhauer emphasized in his
theory of justice that political science or legislation borrows from morality
the doctrine of right as the goal of the state and legislation is related to
alleviating suffering and injustice. Schopenhauer believed that the immediate
goal of punishment lies in the enforcement of the law as a contract, and
therefore the sole purpose of the law is to deter infringement of the rights of
others in order to protect each individual from suffering injustice. Hence,
legislation can be applied to achieve a state of justice, which includes an
ontological and metaphysical level. This study provides a critical exposition
of Schopenhauer's theory of justice through two main aspects: 1. The general
methodology of law and its principles within the framework of politics and
the monarchical state (which is the political system adopted by
Schopenhauer), where it begins by presenting the concept of right and wrong
from a political perspective, and the moral connotations between the state
and the legislation of law 2. Justice between the principle of individualism
and the law of the jungle; justice and law as a representation and will, in
addition to the existential and mystical dimensions of eternal justice.
Keywords: Representation and Will, Politics, Moral, Law, Temporal and
Eternal Justice, Punishment.
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