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News channels' use of podcasts through their smartphone
applications

(a comparative analytical study)

Abstract

This study investigates the extent to which simple of study news channels
incorporate podcasting within their mobile applications, analyzing both the
structural and design components of these podcasts and their influence on user
experience and content quality. Through a comparative analytical approach, the
study examines the podcasts of BBC Arabic and Sky News Arabia, focusing on
their implementation across mobile platforms. The findings indicate that both
channels demonstrate a strategic commitment to podcast distribution via multiple
digital platforms, including mobile apps, official websites, and popular audio
streaming services such as SoundCloud, Spotify, and Google Podcasts. This
reflects an effort to reach wider Arab audiences and adapt to the dynamics of the
digital media environment. Notably, the Sky News Arabia podcast showed
greater editorial investment, offering diverse content, superior usability, and more
engaging features compared to BBC Arabic. Differences were also observed in
design elements, interface layout, and content accessibility, largely due to
variations in ownership models and production strategies. Both podcasts,
however, were characterized by high-quality audio production and professional
technical standards, enhancing the overall listening experience.

Keywords: News Channel Podcasts, News Channel Applications, Smartphones.
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