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- The Abstract:

The Israeli invasion of Lebanon in Shawwal 1402 AH / June 1982 marked
a pivotal turning point in both the Arab—Israeli conflict and the trajectory of the
Lebanese civil war (1975-1990). It represented the largest Israeli military
operation against an Arab state since the October 1973 war, culminating in the
siege of Beirut and the withdrawal of the Palestine Liberation Organization
from Lebanon. This study examines the Saudi and Egyptian positions toward
the invasion, focusing on the regional and international contexts, the
mechanisms each state adopted, and the extent of their coordination or
divergence. The findings suggest that Saudi Arabia employed its political,
diplomatic, and economic leverage to support Lebanon’s unity and the
Palestinian cause, while Egypt—despite the constraints of the 1979 peace
treaty with Israel—sought to balance its international commitments with its
Arab responsibilities, condemning the invasion and recalling its ambassador
from Tel Aviv. Methodologically, the study applies a historical-analytical
approach, relying on official documents, political statements, speeches, and
relevant Arab and Western academic literature.

Keywords: Israeli Invasion of Lebanon 1982, Arab—Israeli Conflict, Lebanese
Civil War, Saudi Foreign Policy, Egyptian Foreign Policy, Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), Arab Diplomacy
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