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Abstract
This study aims to examine the hadith methodology of Imam Burhan al-Din
lbn Muflih al-Hanbal1 (d. 884 AH) in the verification (takhrij) and evaluation
of prophetic traditions, through analyzing his work in the renowned figh book
“al-Mubdi‘ fi Sharh al-Mugni*”, one of the most important commentaries on
the Hanbali legal tradition. The researcher adopted the inductive—analytical
method to identify the applied and methodological aspects that Ibn Muflih

employed in his treatment of the prophetic hadiths.
The study reveals Ibn Muflih’s profound concern with hadith verification
within the framework of jurisprudence. He demonstrates accuracy in citing
hadith sources, tracing their chains of transmission, and assessing their
reliability using a wide range of technical expressions such as sahih
(sound), hasan (fair), isnaduhu jayyid (its chain is good), or fihi maqal (it
has weakness). He frequently prioritized the Musnad of Imam Ahmad over
the Sahihayn, and expanded his references beyond the “nine books” to a
broader spectrum of hadith sources.
In evaluating hadiths, Ibn Muflih combined reliance on earlier critics with his
own independent judgment in authenticating or weakening reports. He often
pointed out hidden defects (‘ilal), discussed varying scholarly opinions, and
maintained a balance between the demands of figh and the precision of
hadith criticism. His approach reflects both methodological rigor and
scholarly independence.

Keywords:
Ibn Muflih — Hadith Verification — Evaluation of Hadith — al-Mubdi‘ fi Sharh

al-Mugni‘ — Hanbali Figh — Jarh wa Ta‘d1l
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