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"Nostalgia and Its Representations in Modern Egyptian Theater"

A reading of the Play:

"The People of the Cave' by Tawfiq al-Hakim
Abstract:
This research aims to examine the features of "nostalgia" and its representations in modern
Egyptian theater as an aesthetic and intellectual phenomenon that expresses man's relationship with
time and his struggle with the present in light of the evocation of the past. This is applied to the play
"The People of the Cave" by Tawfiq al-Hakim (the study sample). The researcher relied on the
structural approach as a method for the study.
"The People of the Cave" represents a rich sample, as it clearly reflects the characters' nostalgia for
the past, facing the dilemma of adapting to a new reality that lacks the features of their former
world.
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The study yielded several results, the most important of which are:

-The analysis showed that Tawfiq al-Hakim's play "The People of the Cave" absorbed multiple
intersecting forms of nostalgia, most notably: "restorative, contemplative, historical, cultural, and
religious nostalgia." This confirms the writer's mastery and ability to employ multiple forms of
nostalgia in the structure of the dramatic text, serving the play's primary objective.

-It was found that the dramatic structure of the play is based on a parallel, circular plot that begins
with the awakening from the cave and ends with the return to it. This circularity reflects the
nature of "nostalgia," which does not propel the characters to the future, but rather returns them
to the starting point in a closed circle of impossible longing.

-The study revealed that the conflict in "The People of the Cave" takes on intertwined dimensions,
manifested in: religious, emotional, temporal, psychological, existential, authority, and
civilizational conflict. "Nostalgia" appears here as the core of these conflicts, as most of them
arise from the characters' attachment to their past and their inability to integrate into a new
reality

Keywords: Nostalgia and Its Representations, Modern Egyptian Theater, The People of the Cave
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