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The Soviet effort to reduce international tension and disarmament

(1945-1989 AD)

Abstract :

"The German and Austrian questions were a central pivot in the early
Cold War, mirroring the ideological and geostrategic conflict between the
Eastern and Western blocs. The Soviet approach to these issues was
complex and at times contradictory, driven by a mix of ideological
security concerns, a desire to recoup immense losses, and an ambition
to expand its influence in post-war Europe. This study tracks the Soviet
role concerning the German and Austrian questions after World War I1."

This study addresses the problem of security in Europe during the
mid-twentieth century. In doing so, it updates the role played by the
Soviet Union within the context of the United Nations' disarmament
efforts since the 1950s. The main trends of the Soviet Union's foreign
policy in the context of ensuring nuclear safety in Europe, as well as the
key tasks facing states during the specified period, have been identified.
This study reveals the major challenges confronting global actors in the
process of international nuclear arms control. The measures taken by
the Soviet Union to resolve the problem and prevent the escalation of
the situation are analyzed. It emphasizes that the Soviet Union was a
proponent of peaceful diplomacy and directed the international
community towards rejecting military confrontation as a means of
resolving disputes between states, while also drawing global attention to
the existential threat posed by the use of nuclear arsenals in any of their
forms.

Keywords: Soviet Union, German Question, Austrian Question,
General Disarmament, Nuclear Weapons.
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BepnuHckoe coBellaHWe MUHUCTPOB MHOCTPaHHbLIX Aen qe'rblpex Aepxas
CCCP, Benuko6putanuu, CLLUA un ®paHuum (25 ausapsa 18 cdeBpansa 1954 r.):
HokymeHTbl u npotokonbl. M., 1954. ; Eden to London, 25 Jan. 1954, FO
371/109276/246. ; April-15-1954, The Question of a Conference of the Five
Great Powers with the Participation of the PRC., Retrieved from
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/90924/download
14 . BepnuHckoe coBellaHMe MUHUCTPOB MHOCTPaAHHbLIX Aer YeTbIpeX AepXKaB.
25 anBapa — 18 cheBpana 1954 ropa. IV. OGweeBponenckum [orosop o
KonnekTuBHom 6esonacHoctn B EBpone:  MexayHapoaHble OTHOLUEHUA W
BHewWwHAA nonutuka CCCP (1871-1957 rr.): C6. pok. — M., 1957, c. 226-228.
- Soviet Union; Op. Cit, p. 4.



https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/90924/download

2224

I[_ﬁ[ 2025 i) 99 60 sual! OIS A dcalall Aomoll
Jsll el Jaaly Lad Aali 5 ¢ a9 sY) 2oLl e N dabiaall 5 4 jiall 3 udadll i) sal)
L) Ao (i "An ) oY) ducldal) e laadl" L) Jadad o Cag pmall (g jall LiladY 5 ) sl
A5 g5 5Y) Gl ansy Lo i Lgale oy g 55l 50 s (g GBlie (5 S e
s Leasl Al Ll g osmanSsls il a5 Sl s Ll 5 Lusi il Aalisall 2 gil) (0 sy
G pin Ayl Al dalied) ol ol ) aiad M s s Gl 13 8 i 1) sal)
saniall LY s Lty yry L b L cadead il el V) (e il e ahy o lia
16 Alal) 4y Sl elon) aiay (slaty Lagh ¢ giasd gual) SV aa &) 25V
g pal) Lalall Al 3 Lay A g sl Ao G (e s Lo o (e s s o a1 (e
Laws Ssl8 e (G5 1 5 agde caillal b ganay (Guda 5 Swe Callad (WS Lghaa Culaa 38
@4\.«5 174_1&\ L',_A.LLI M M}‘)J‘)ﬂ d}.ﬂ‘ u.uba;\ m)\ u\ \AJ\AAMJSAL}A(;GJ\ LA‘: ‘;1}‘)}‘
Cllaill A dae s (Raduall 558ll) e Sl Gias slit) e doe 5all 41954 (s gl
Aplall 48 85 e ) JiSES 7 el e s 18aaluall (any Ay pad) Lilll a5 ¢ 5S35 Sl
B8 G Sin gl ppdic s peed ) aaal) 138 5ol 3 lalad Jedlly ellia (K1 il 558 4y 2
(b sall) aoadl ALY el of Laalie dada Jalas (Say Y conall 13 b5 A 2 Al
Lol 3 (g Sl aiatll Jaaly eans <l )8 cailal ) givall aa3 8 a4 Y 3 ol
Dstidl 3l i il da S llac Y Aslae ol (358 Loy Lle 18 (o (0 sSA Ay 2l
Jsds (8 Gpealll 4 s (21957 -1953) "all"Konrad Hermann Adenauer
(BTN
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16 - Soviet Union; Op. Cit, p. 4, 5.; No. 355, 396.1 BE/1-2554: Telegram, The
United States Delegation at the Berlin Conference to the Department of State,
confidential priority, Berlin, January 25, 1954—10 p.m., Foreign Relations of
the United States, (hereafter F.R.U.S), 1952-1954, Germany and Austria,
Volume VII, Part 1, United States Government Printing Office, Washington,
1986, p. 815.

- V. M. Molotov; Results of the Berlin Conference, NEWS SUPPLEMENT,
No.6, March-16-1954, Printed in the U.S.S.R, p.6.

- Michael Sutton; France and the Construction of Europe, 1944-2007: The
Geopolitical Imperative, Berghahn Books, N. Y, 2011, pp. 74-76.
9. V. M. Molotov; Op. Cit, p.6.
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20. BepnuMHcKoe coBellaHMe MUHUCTPOB MHOCTPAHHbLIX Aen YeTbipex AepKaB.

25 auBapsa — 18 ceBpansa 1954 ropa. . NMpoekT CoBeTCcKOro npaBuTeNbLCTBA O

MupHom goroBope ¢ ep-maHuen :MexayHapoaHble OTHOLIEHUS U BHELUHSAS

nonutuka CCCP (1871-1957 rr.): Tam xe, c. 222, 223.

21 . Tam xe, c. 224.

22 H. WU. EropoBa, A. O. Yy6apbsaH (peaaktopbl); Tam xe, c. 460, 461

Cipb g G)giy Lubagliay Gulbiw (1986 - 1890) isisise (b gliline Cidlowdild 1cigiglsa - *

sUla B aa) o e by Adbibaaad () (G piad) G RN ol pde (ha (i gual) JATY) da gSa (B 85 Al g

e (M 21930 ple (o (AagSall Guni)) cadll (oidagha Gl (und ) uale igighsa Jid Ol iy jsn

O AT By Al dpallal) Al Aa A (51 41949 ale M) 21939 ale (e Lua JAL 133599 21941

1 B Jualdill e 434l 21956 als M) 41953 als

Derek Watson: Molotov A Biography, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2005.
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23 - “Malenkov is named new Soviet Premier; Wide changes disclosed to avoid

“panic”; Throngs pass Stalin bier; Rites Monday”; The New York Times, No.

34.741, 7 March 1953.

24- H. U. EropoBa, A. O. Yyb6apbsiH (pepaktopbl); Tam xe, c. 461.

25. Tam Xe, c. 461.
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2. A. A. Tpombiko, B. H. NMoHomapeB (Pepaktopbl); UcTtopusa BHeluHeWn

nonutukm CCCP 1917-1980 rr., B agByx Tomax, Tom Il 1945-1980 rr., 4-e
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Xe, c.212.

29 -V. M. Molotov; Op. Cit, pp.10, 11.

30- H. W. EropoBa, A. O. Yy6apbsaH (pegakTtopsbl); Tam xe, c. 462, 463.
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Draft International Convention

on the Prohibition of the Production and z Use of Weapons Based on
Employing Atomic Energy for Mass Destruction

Submitted by the USSR Delegation

to the UN Atomic Energy Commission on June 19, 1946

(List of States Parties to this Convention)

Profoundly aware of the enormous significance of great scientific
discoveries involving the fission of the atomic nucleus and the
generation and use of atomic energy for raising the welfare and living
standards of peoples throughout the world, and for developing culture
and science for the benefit of mankind;

Inspired by the desire to do everything possible to promote the fullest
use by all peoples of scientific discoveries in the sphere of atomic energy
for improving the life and welfare of all peoples and for the further
progress of human culture;

Clearly aware that great scientific discoveries in the sphere of atomic
energy constitute a significant danger, primarily to peaceful cities and
the civilian population if these discoveries were used to employ atomic
weapons for purposes of mass destruction;

Recognising the importance of the fact that existing international
agreements have already banned the use in war of asphyxiating, toxic
and other similar gases, as well as all similar liquids, substances and
processes, and bacteriological weapons that have been justly
condemned by public opinion in the civilised world, and believing that
the international prohibition of the use of atomic weapons for mass
annihilation of people corresponds to the aspirations and conscience of
all the world’s peoples to even a greater measure; and

Inspired by the firm intention to prevent the threat of use of these
scientific discoveries to the detriment and against the interests of
mankind; Have resolved to conclude a Convention on the prohibition of
the production and use of weapons based on the use of atomic energy,
and, to that end, have appointed their plenipotentiary representatives
(list of plenipotentiary representatives to follow), who, having submitted
their cre- ; dentials, found to be in complete order, have agreed upon the
following:

Article 1
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The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare their unanimous resolve
to prohibit the production and use of weapons based on the use of
atomic energy, and to that end pledge:

(a): under no circumstances to use atomic weapons;

(b): to prohibit the production and storage of weapons based on the use
of atomic energy;

(c): to destroy, within a three-month period as of the date on which this
Convention goes into effect, all their stockpiles of complete and
incomplete atomic weapons.

Article 2

The High Contracting States declare that any violation of Article 1 of this
Convention shall be a very grave international crime against humanity.
Article 3

The High Contracting States, within a six-month period as of the date
from which the present Convention goes into effect, shall promulgate
laws stipulating the severe punishment of violators of the provisions of
this Convention.

Article 4

This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

Article 5

This Convention shall be open for accession to any State, both member
and non-member of the United Nations Organisation.

Article 6

This Convention shall go into effect after approval by the Security
Council, and following ratification by half of the signatory States,
including all the UN member-states listed in Article 23 of the UN Charter
and after their deposit of the instruments of ratification with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 7

After its entry into force, the present Convention shall be binding for all
States, both members and non-members of the United Nations
Organisation.

Article 8

This Convention, the Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish
texts of which are authentic, shall be drawn up in one copy and deposited
in the records of the Secretary- General of the United Nations. The
Secretary-General shall forward certified copies to all the Parties to the
Convention.
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The USSR Proposes Disarmament (1920s-1980s), Translated from the
Russian Designed by Vladimir Gordon, Progress Publishers, Moscow,
1986, p 106-108

Proposals Concerning Atomic Energy Controls

Submitted by the USSR Delegation to the UN Atomic Energy
Commission on June 11, 1947

The Soviet Government, in addition to and in development of its proposal
concerning the conclusion of an international convention banning atomic
and other basic weapons of mass destruction submitted on June 19,
1946 for consideration by the Atomic Energy Control Commission, also
submits for examination by the aforementioned Commission the
following basic provisions that should underlie an international
agreement or convention on atomic energy control.

.1 :To ensure the use of atomic energy exclusively for peaceful
purposes, in accordance with the international convention banning
atomic and other basic types of weapons of mass destruction, in order
to prevent violations of the convention banning atomic weapons, and to
protect states that observe the terms of the convention from the risk of
infringement and digression thereof, strict international controls shall be
imposed simultaneously over all enterprises engaged in the extraction
of atomic raw materials, producing atomic materials, and generating
atomic energy.

.2:To implement measures for controlling atomic energy enterprises, an
International Commission for Atomic Energy Control called the
International Control Commission shall be established within the
framework of the Security Council.

.3:The International Control Commission shall have its own inspection
staff.

4:The terms and organisational principles of the international control of
atomic energy, and the composition, rights and duties of the International
Control Commission, as well as the provisions on the basis of which it
shall conduct its activities, shall be determined by a special International
Convention on Atomic Energy Control to be concluded in accordance
with the Convention Banning Atomic Weapons.
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.5:To ensure effective international control over atomic energy, the
following basic provisions shall underlie the Convention on Atomic
Energy Control:

(@): The International Control Commission shall be composed of
representatives of states represented in the Atomic Energy Control
Commission established by a General Assembly decision of January 24,
1946, and the former may establish any subsidiary bodies it shall find
necessary for exercising its functions.

(b): The International Control Commission shall establish its own rules
of procedure.

(c): The staff of the International Control Commission shall be selected
on an international basis.

(d): The International Control Commission shall periodically inspect
enterprises which extract atomic raw materials, produce atomic
materials and generate atomic energy.

.6: In inspecting atomic energy enterprises, the International Control
Commission shall:

(a): Examine the activities of enterprises that extract atomic raw
materials, produce atomic materials and generate atomic energy, and
their records;

(b): Check available reserves of atomic raw materials, materials and
unfinished products;

(c): Study their production operations within the scope necessary to
control the utilisation of atomic materials and atomic energy;

(d): Observe the implementation of the rules stipulated by the Control
Convention for operating those enterprises, and work out and prescribe
technological control regulations for such enterprises;

(e): Collect and process information on the extraction of atomic raw
materials, production of atomic materials, and generation of atomic
energy;

(f): Conduct special inspections in the event of the suspicion of violations
of the convention banning atomic weapons;

(9): Make recommendations to governments on questions relating to the
production, storage and utilisation of atomic materials and atomic
energy; and

(h): Make recommendations to the Security Council on preventive and
punitive measures against parties violating the conventions banning
atomic weapons and on the control of atomic energy.

.7: To perform the control and inspection tasks entrusted to the
International Control Commission, the latter shall have the right to:
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(a): Access to any enterprise engaged in the extraction, production and
storage of atomic resources and materials, or using atomic energy;

(b): Familiarise itself with production operations at atomic energy
enterprises within the scope necessary for controlling the utilisation of
atomic materials and energy;

(c): Weigh, measure and perform various kinds of analyses of atomic
resources, materials, and unfinished products;

(d): Demand from the government of any state and verify various kinds
of information and reports on the activity of atomic energy enterprises;
(e): Demand various kinds of explanations on questions relating to the
activity of atomic energy enterprises;

(f): Give recommendations and presentations to governments on the
production and utilisation of atomic energy; and

(9): Submit for examination by the Security Council of recommendations
on measures against Parties violating the conventions banning atomic
weapons and on control over atomic energy.

.8: In accordance with the tasks of international control of atomic energy,
the following provisions shall underlie research activity in the field of
atomic energy:

(a): Research work in the field of atomic energy shall be governed by the
need to observe the Convention banning atomic weapons and to prevent
the utilisation of such research for military purposes.

(b): States that have signed the convention banning atomic weapons
shall have the right to conduct unrestricted research in the field of atomic
energy in order to find ways to use it for peaceful purposes.

(c): In the interests of the effective implementation of its control and
inspection functions, the International Control Commission shall have
the opportunity to conduct research activity to find ways to use atomic
energy for peaceful purposes. Such activity would permit the
Commission to be aware of the latest achievements in the field; the
Commission would employ its own skilled international staff necessary
for the practical implementation of control and inspection measures.
(d): In conducting research work in atomic energy, a major task of the
International Control Commission shall be to ensure a broad
international exchange of information in this field and to provide all
necessary assistance through consultations to those States Parties to
the Convention which may need such assistance.

(e): The International Control Commission shall possess the necessary
material resources, including scientific laboratories and experimental
facilities, for the suitable organisation of its research activities.
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