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Abstract

The Metaverse, as a persistent and immersive digital space, presents
a structural challenge to the foundational principles of Public International
Law—oparticularly the doctrine of state sovereignty. With its borderless
nature, decentralized architecture, integrated digital economies, and user
interaction through avatars, the Metaverse disrupts the legal frameworks
that have governed international relations since the Westphalian order.!

This study seeks to analyze the threats posed by the Metaverse to
the concept of sovereignty in international law by exploring the
technological and regulatory features of this emerging virtual world. It
assesses the adequacy of current legal instruments in addressing these
challenges and examines whether international law is capable of adapting
to this borderless digital reality through reinterpretation or the establishment
of new norms.?

Key issues explored include: the complexities of exercising
jurisdiction in a non-territorial space, ambiguity of digital identity and its
implications on legal accountability, emergence of unregulated digital
economies, and the growing power of non-state actors, particularly global
tech corporationscThe paper also highlights the widening gap between
technological evolution and legislative response, as well as the absence of

a coherent international legal framework for virtual governance.

!Woodrow Barfield, The Metaverse and the Law: The Impact of Technology on the
Future of Human Interaction (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing,
2023),PP. 102-105.

2 Matthias C. Kettemann, The Normative Order of the Internet: A Theory of Rule
and Regulation Online, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020, pp. 212-220.



Accordingly, the study calls for a proactive international dialogue to
establish a global treaty on Metaverse governance, strengthen cross-—
border digital judicial cooperation, and involve the private tech sector in
crafting a flexible legal regime that ensures digital sovereignty, upholds
individual rights, and secures cyberspace stability in the face of rapid
transformation. !

Keywords: Metaverse, Public International Law, Digital Sovereignty,
Jurisdiction, Digital Economy, Cyberspace, Non-State Actors, Metaverse

Governance, Cross—border Regulation, Technology Corporations.

1 Mark Findlay and Jolyon Ford, Regulating the Metaverse: Law, Ethics and

Governance in a Virtual World (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2023), PP. 141-145.
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