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Rhetorical research among native and non-native learners

of Arabic: A study of problems, difficulties, and solutions
Dr. Hanan Hawach shaban
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Girls, Sadat City, Al-Azhar University,
Sadat City, Arab Republic of Egypt
Email:_drhananA Y1 @gmail.com
Research Summary

The rhetorical research subject represents a problem for many
female students, with each student trying to find solutions to it. The
aspects of this problem vary, as evidenced by the numerous
questions raised about it, especially regarding how to create a
research paper, particularly a rhetorical one. This is a new
experience for all the students, and no doubt, anything new is met
with surprise.
This research aims to delve into the issues that female students face
in the subject of rhetorical research. The study sought to conduct
surveys among third- and fourth-year students of the Arabic
Language Department, both native Arabic speakers and non-native
speakers, at the Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies in Cairo. The
aim was to identify the topics proposed for rhetorical research and
assess their effectiveness with the students. The problem of the
study lies in the fact that the practical aspect of teaching Arabic
rhetoric is often overlooked and neglected. This is due to multiple
reasons and issues that the study seeks to investigate and provide
practical and scientific solutions for, by answering the following
question:
What are the difficulties faced by native and non-native Arabic
learners in rhetorical research? And what are the proposed
solutions?
The study relied on a descriptive-analytical approach, focusing on
describing the phenomenon in order to derive results that contribute
to solving and addressing it. Some of the key findings of the study
include:

Y. Rhetoric is essential to the core of the language; mastering it

means mastering the language.
Y. Rhetoric is an integral part of teaching Arabic to non-native
speakers.
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Y. The difficulties students face in rhetorical research are not

solely related to the content itself, but also to the way it is
taught. They are influenced by language, teachers, and other
factors, including:
o The use of colloquial Arabic by some Arab
instructors in their teaching.
o The scarcity of specialists in teaching Arabic to non-
native speakers.
o Standardizing teaching methods for both native and
non-native speakers.
o Relying only on theoretical aspects during lessons.
o Standardizing research topics for both native and non-
native speakers.
o Neglecting to consider the proficiency levels of non-
Arab students when assigning research topics.
o Not allocating time for library visits and training on
how to gather research material.
o Failing to specify sources and references needed for
research.

These difficulties are attributed to both the educational institutions
and the students themselves.

The study concluded with some suggestions and solutions that
could help alleviate the difficulties and challenges of rhetorical
research, including:

)

. Allocate one class per week for students in the library to

train them on how to gather research material, conduct
applied research, and obtain information.

. Rely on Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) in teaching and

learning.

. Al-Azhar University should take the lead in organizing

specialized training courses for non-native Arabic speakers
after completing their basic studies. These courses should
focus on Arabic writing, composition, and constructing
complete sentences in Arabic.

Keywords: rhetorical research, problems, difficulties, native
Arabic speakers, non-native Arabic speakers.
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