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The Censure of Poetry in Early Islam:
An Analytical Study of Legislative Texts
Dr. Mohammad Shams Kamel Ugab
Assistant Professor of Ancient Arabic Literature
Department of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Arts — Alexandria University — Egypt
University Email: mohamed.shams@alexu.edu.eg
Abstract
This study examines the Islamic stance toward poetry during
the formative period of Islam, with a particular focus on legislative
texts that appear to censure, disapprove of, or restrict poetry and
poets. The research adopts a documentary-analytical methodology
rooted in the two principal and authoritative sources of Islamic
legislation: the Qur’an and the Sunnah. It rigorously analyzes these
texts, evaluates their authenticity, and explores classical scholarly
interpretations to reach a sound and comprehensive conclusion.
While contemporary studies have addressed this issue
extensively, many suffer from methodological imbalances,
including exaggeration, insufficient textual analysis, and the
conflation of authentic with weak or fabricated reports, which have
led to flawed outcomes. This study aims to rectify such issues by
strictly adhering to verified texts and by critically engaging with the
insights of early experts in the field.
The core question addressed is: What are the legislative texts in
early Islam that seemingly censure poetry? What is their level of
authenticity? What is the true nature of the censure they express?
How did early scholars understand these texts? Ultimately, what is
the actual position of Islam on poetry when these texts are analyzed
with academic rigor?
By combining sound documentation with analytical
interpretation, the study seeks to clarify a nuanced and historically
grounded understanding of Islam’s engagement with poetry.

Keywords: Censure of Poetry — Poetry in Early Islam — Islam’s
View on Poetry — Islam and Poetry — Qur’an and Poetry — The
Prophet and Poetry.
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