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Abstract:

This study, conducted by the American Orientalist John Esposito, explores the relationship
between the East and the West from a contemporary Orientalist perspective. It answers several
questions:

» What are the features of the relationship between Muslims and the West?

* How do Western Muslim citizens feel about their identity?

* What remedy did Esposito propose to alleviate the tension in the relationship between Islam
and the West?

This study includes two chapters.

The first introduces John Esposito and his scholarly contributions to the field of Orientalism.

The second chapter explains the relationship between the East and the West and its beginnings,
deducing some of the factors Esposito addressed in his research that contributed to shaping the
relationship between Islam and the West.

How did this relationship affect Muslims even in their Western homelands, such as America,
and make them feel alienated due to the entrenched Orientalist viewpoints of early Orientalists,
which painted a negative stereotype about Islam in the minds of non-Muslim Westerners?

Concluding this study with Esposito's proposed treatment for this relationship, the researcher
utilized a descriptive and analytical approach in general, and a critical approach for some topics
as needed.

The most prominent findings reached by the researcher are as follows:

1. Western racial and religious racism has produced a distorted image of Islam and Muslims,
contributing to the lack of literary and scientific courage among a number of recent Western
scholars to fairly study Islam's contributions to Western thought.

2. Ignorance of the Islamic religion and hate speech from prominent Western influencers are two
important factors shaping the relationship between Islam and the West.
Keywords: Islam - the West - contemporary Orientalist discourse - John Esposito as a model.
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