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Abstract

Based on liberal principles such as civil liberties and political freedom,
democratic peace theory assumes that democratic states tend to avoid
war with each other. Proponents of this theory cite several reasons why
democratic states tend to maintain peace, including: Citizens of
democratic states have a role in making legislative decisions regarding
the declaration of war in democracies. Voters are responsible for
holding their elected leaders accountable for the human and financial
losses resulting from wars. Also, when government leaders are
accountable to the public, they tend to establish diplomatic institutions
to resolve international disputes. Democracies rarely consider
countries with similar policies or similar systems of government as
enemies. Democracies typically have greater economic resources than
other countries, which motivates them to avoid wars to preserve those
resources. According to the democratic peace theory, democratic states
are less likely to engage in wars with each other, and if they do fight,
the war is weak and limited. Applied to this research, US-Canadian
relations are strong evidence supporting the democratic peace theory.
With some reservations regarding the specificity of the case and the
overlap of other factors, such as structural and geographical factors,
the optimal option for establishing lasting stability is to deepen
democracy and expand the base of economic and cultural
partnerships. The research also answers a key question: discussing the
debate surrounding the premise of peace theory that democracies
remain in a state of permanent peace or fight each other. What are the
exceptions to US-Canadian relations? What factors enhance or limit
the implementation of this theory in this context?

Keywords

Democratic peace theory, US-Canadian relations, liberal principles,
diplomatic institutions, limited wars.
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