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The lack of agricultural financing is one of the most significant challenges
facing agricultural production. It is well known that the economic return of
any activity is the real driver of production, necessitating an examination of
the ability of loans granted for crops to cover production costs and sustain
agricultural operations. Ensuring farmers receive adequate and timely loans
can lead to increased production and, consequently, economic efficiency for
the studied crops.

The key findings revealed that the total costs for wheat and corn crops
increased by 13.5% and 13.8%, respectively, while revenues rose by 9.3% and
14.3%. The net return increased by 3.5% for wheat and 15.4% for corn, with
the return per pound reaching approximately 0.55 pounds and 0.49 pounds,
respectively.

For wheat, the coverage ratio of per-feddan loans for variable costs showed a
general declining trend, with an annual decrease of about 2.3%. Similarly, the
coverage ratio for total costs also declined, with an annual reduction of
approximately 1.1%.

In contrast, for corn, the coverage ratio of per-feddan loans for variable costs
exhibited a general increasing trend, with an annual rise of about 2.2%.
However, the coverage ratio for total costs showed a declining trend, with an
annual decrease of around 1.8%.

A study of the relationship between per-feddan credit and net per-feddan
return in the sample revealed that the return on loans granted for the studied
crops varied due to differences in loan values. The highest return was observed
for wheat, reaching about 24.97 thousand pounds, while the return for corn
loans was approximately 5.5 thousand pounds.
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