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The dialectic of self and other
in the novel ""A Secret in the Alleys"
by Fariba vafi

Abstract

The novel is considered one of the most capable literary forms in
embodying the issue of the Self and the Other, as it provides the opportunity
for the voice of the Self to express the fears and thoughts that stir in its
depths, allowing it to critique both itself and the Other. The dialectic of the
Self and the Other has secured its place in the world of thought and has
become a central subject of study and interest for many researchers. There is
no “Self” without an “Other,” and vice versa. There is also an inherent
connection between the concept of the “image of the Self” and the “image of
the Other.” The use of one necessarily calls forth the presence of the other,
and this conceptual interdependence seems to reflect the mechanism through
which each is formed.

The duality of the Self and the Other has found its depth and significance
in the novelistic text. The literary text is not an absolute entity existing
outside or above life—merely an aesthetic form in itself—but rather a
creative formation that emerges from life, through which life achieves both
its continuity and its transcendence of itself. Many novels have addressed the
duality of the Self and the Other, for the novel is able to move freely through
time and space and to plunge into the depths of human existence. This allows
the reader to live alongside the “Self” and to feel the crises and conflicts it
encounters while shaping its identity in confrontation with the “Other.” The
reader finds themselves trapped between the conflicts of the Self and the
Other, as this problematic entanglement is revealed to ensnare both the Self
and the Other alike. This is precisely what the writer Fariba Vafi sought to
unveil in her novel Raz1 dar Kiicheha (A Secret in the Alleys).
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