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Modernist Thought and the Prophetic Biography: Perspectives and
Rebuttals

Mohamed Mohamed Mohamed Eissa

Department of Religions and Doctrines, Faculty of Islamic Dawa, Cairo — Al-
Azhar University

Email: MOHAMMEDESSA133@azharedueg

Email : mohammedessal33@azhare.du.eg

Abstract :

This study explores a faction from within the Muslim community—
individuals who speak our language yet articulate the voice of others. These
figures have embraced Western ideologies, internalized its paradigms, and
under the guise of intellectual freedom and ijtihad (independent reasoning),
have begun casting doubts and raising objections about the biography (sirah)
of the Prophet Muhammad %. They have become advocates of Western
thought, echoing its criticisms, and targeting the foundational elements of the
Prophetic legacy.

The study aims to critically examine modernist thought—its origins,
development, and influence—while addressing a number of the objections it
raises concerning the life and character of the Prophet #. Through an
analytical lens, the research seeks to dismantle the premises underlying these
critiques and to re-establish a principled defense rooted in traditional
scholarship.

The researcher concludes that modernism emerged from a distinctly Western
context shaped by specific historical and sociopolitical circumstances. With
its eventual dominance in the West, segments of the Muslim intelligentsia
came under its influence due to increased interaction and cultural exchange.
Modernist approaches to Islamic texts and tradition are fundamentally rooted
in historicism, rationalism, and interpretive relativism. This methodology
often involves deconstructing the text by either denying its historicity,
rejecting it on rational grounds, or reinterpreting it in a manner inconsistent
with classical understanding.

Keywords: Modernist Thought — Modernism — Prophetic Biography (Sirah
al-Nabawiyyah)
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