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Methodology for Refuting Misconceptions: A Proposed Framework

Abdel-Tawab Mohamed Mohamed Ahmed Othman

Department of Fundamentals of Religion,

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Boys — Cairo, Al-Azhar University
Email: abdeltawabothman.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

In our contemporary era, the prevalence of misconceptions (Shubuhat)
propagated by those adhering to falsehoods has increased significantly. While
many sincere individuals have risen to the task of refuting and disproving
these, some have undertaken this without adequate scholarly preparation,
leading to methodological errors. Therefore, it has become imperative to
establish a rigorous scientific methodology for refuting misconceptions,
encapsulated in this proposal titled: "Methodology for Refuting
Misconceptions: A Proposed Framework".

The objective of this research is not to directly refute specific misconceptions
but rather to outline a systematic scientific methodology for addressing them.
This proposed framework aims to organize the process of refutation, define
who should undertake it, detail how it should be carried out, and establish
priorities.

This study seeks to answer several critical questions, including: What is the
Islamic legitimacy (Mashru'iyyah) of refuting misconceptions? Is it
obligatory to respond to every single misconception raised? What are the
controls and guidelines (Dhawabit wa Qawa'id) that should be adhered to
when refuting misconceptions? Is refuting misconceptions permissible for
any Muslim out of zeal for Islam and its defense?

The research includes an introduction defining the key terms in the title. It
then proceeds with a section titled: "The Legitimacy of Refuting
Misconceptions,” followed by a second section titled: "Guidelines for
Dealing with Misconceptions”. This latter section establishes a number of
essential prerequisites that must be in place before embarking on any
refutation. The research concludes with a recommendation for
institutionalizing responses to misconceptions, suggesting that such
refutations should be undertaken by credible academic bodies rather than
relying solely on individual efforts, despite their importance.

Keywords: Methodology, Refutation, Misconceptions.
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