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The Rights of Muslim Women in Digital Media Between Cultural
Challenges and Strategies for Resisting Westernization

Rohaya Mostafa Ahmed Al-Gennish

Department of Figh, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls — Cairo,
Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt

University Email: fegh2g.islamg@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of women’s rights in digital media amid the
cultural challenges faced by Muslim women, focusing on attempts to
Westernize and reshape their identity through digital media discourse. The
research is based on the firm belief that women are a central pillar in the
stability of societies, and that targeting them intellectually and culturally
constitutes an effort to dismantle Islamic society at its roots.

The study highlights the increasing role of women in digital spaces and the
impact this has on their behavior, identity, and values. It examines how digital
media has contributed to shaping a stereotypical image of women—either by
marginalizing their real roles or by encouraging them to adopt Western
lifestyles that conflict with their Islamic identity. The study emphasizes the
importance of grounding women’s rights in Islamic law in this field, and
affirming their status in Islam as active partners whose participation balances
freedom with responsibility.

The study also discusses the role of Muslim women as producers of digital
content and presents successful models of women who have created
meaningful media that reflects Islamic values. It warns against uncritical
engagement with digital platforms that reshape women's consciousness
according to Westernizing agendas. It proposes several practical strategies to
confront this case, such as enhancing religious and cultural awareness,
supporting authentic media initiatives, and activating the role of educational
and media institutions in promoting a balanced discourse that harmonizes
authenticity and openness.

This study employs an inductive, analytical, and maqasid-based
methodology, analyzing relevant Islamic legal texts in light of the objectives
of Sharia, and surveying the current digital environment experienced by
Muslim women. It applies tools of cultural and media criticism to uncover
patterns of Westernization and their associated risks. The research does not
rely on statistical or field studies but offers a scholarly, Sharia-based
analytical reading that engages with the digital reality from authentic
foundations.

—&\@'ac



mailto:feqh2g.islamg@azhar.edu.eg

.......... g draldill alaaill gy @adipll pleyl od daluoll 8ijall Ggdn

The study aims to present a balanced vision that integrates conscious
empowerment of women in digital media with the preservation of their
religious and cultural identity. It recommends building Sharia-based digital
awareness among Muslim women, supporting media platforms that represent
their values, and keeping pace with technological developments without
falling into the traps of Westernization or detachment from Islamic
referentiality. It also emphasizes the importance of institutional roles in
formulating a responsible media discourse that respects cultural particularity
and Islamic identity.

Keywords: Muslim Women — Digital Media — Authenticity — Identity —
Westernization — Strategies
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