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The Qualities of Those from Whom Knowledge and Faith Should Be
Acquired and Their Role in Safeguarding Against Westernizing
Thought: A Descriptive, Analytical, and Da‘wah-Oriented Study in
Light of Verses from Surat al-Bagarah (40-44)

Abdel-Hamid Hamdy Ahmed Al-Hosary

Department of Da‘wah and Islamic Culture, Faculty of Islamic Studies,
Islamic University of Minnesota, United States of America

Email : hamid.hosary@gmail.com

Abstract :

This research seeks to identify and articulate the defining qualities of those
deemed worthy of being sources of knowledge and faith, as highlighted in the
sacred text. Through a descriptive, analytical, and da‘wah-based approach to
selected verses from Siirat al-Baqgarah, the study reveals one aspect of the
Qur’an’s function as a Furqan—a criterion that distinguishes truth from
falsehood—whereby it differentiates between upright scholars devoted to
truth, whose attributes are detailed to encourage reliance upon them, and
corrupt scholars among the hypocrites, the misguided, and the corrupters,
whose traits are exposed as a warning.

Key recommendations include the revitalization of core institutions—such as
the family, school, mosque, and university—to actively fulfill their guiding
roles on two levels:

(1) Constructing a reverence for the infallible revelation grounded in the
understanding of the righteous predecessors, especially the noble
Companions of the Prophet £; and

(2) Dismantling the intellectual foundations of falsehood, such as efforts to
undermine the Sunnah, discredit its transmitters, and cast doubt on its
canonical compilations and commentaries—acts which, if left unchallenged,
serve as the initial steps toward dismantling the entire structure of the religion.
The study also recommends the development of a comprehensive media
strategy to raise public awareness about the threats posed by modern
Westernizing ideologies and their detrimental effects on Muslim youth. It
further emphasizes the urgent need to empower scholars and specialists to
disseminate their knowledge through teaching and authorship, thereby
cultivating a scholarly ecosystem that generates societal resistance to
ideological infiltration and moral corruption.

Keywords: Qualities — Scholars — Westernizing Thought — Immunity —
Analytical Study — Strat al-Bagarah
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