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The Role of Donation and Exchange in the Libraries
of South Valley University: A Field Study

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the reality of donation and
exchange practices in the libraries of South Valley University in
Qena. Donation and exchange represent essential pillars in the
process of collection development within information systems.
They serve as a secondary method of acquisition when financial
resources are available, and as a primary alternative when
acquisition budgets are limited. This type of activity is often linked
to acquisition and supply departments, as institutions use it as an
auxiliary means of enriching library collections. Exchange, in
particular, is regarded as one of the most important acquisition
activities carried out by libraries and information centers. The
researcher adopted the descriptive—analytical method to investigate
the current situation of donation and exchange in South Valley
University libraries. A questionnaire was used as the primary tool
for field data collection, applied to a sample of 21 acquisition
specialists, including library directors across South Valley
University.

The study revealed several key findings, the most notable
of which are: donations contribute to the development of
information resources in the university libraries by 95.2%, while
71.4% of participants indicated that no exchange activities
currently take place among the university libraries included in the
study.

Keywords: Donation — Exchange — Academic Libraries — South
Valley University Libraries.
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