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The Role of Customary Justice in Resolution Some Disputes in Rural Society:A case
Study of Some Villages in ShubraKhit District, EL- Behiera

Magda M. A. Yousef
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed basically at describing The role of customary justice in resolution some disputes in rural community by identifying
the personal, social and economic characteristics of a number of customary arbitrators and some of the cases that resorted to customary
arbitration, Identifying the most important criteria for selecting customary arbitrators. A total sample of 38 respondents (22 arbitrators, 16 cases
that resorted to customary arbitration) were chosen intentionally. Percentages, frequencies were used to achieve the objectives of the study
.Results indicated that 36.4% of the arbitrators have a high educational level, 59.1% of them work in leadership positions,63.6% of them have
a high level of leadership, 100% of them have a high level of voluntary participation, and 81.8% of them have a high level of political
participation, and 54.5% of them have a high level of cultural and geographical openness, while the results indicated that 56.25% of the cases
that resorted to customary arbitration have a high educational level and relatively low monthly income level. The results also indicated that the
most important criteria for selecting a customary judge are prestige, dignity, and extensive experience, fully conversant in the rules of customary
justice. As regards the most important reasons for resorting to customary justice were speedy conflict resolution, restoring rights, and preserving
family and social ties and relationships. As for the challenges that face customary justice, were that provisions of customary justice are not
appealable, in addition to the ineligibility of some arbitrators. Suggestions are discussed in this study as well.
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