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Abstract:

In recent years, the use of the Internet and social media has become widespread
across all segments of society, particularly among young people. These platforms
have become an essential part of their daily academic, social, and personal lives.
Within this context, virtual communities have emerged as a prominent form of social
media use, offering a digital environment where youth can interact, exchange
experiences, and achieve a sense of belonging and participation. The appeal of these
communities lies in the opportunities they provide for self-expression, social
interaction, and psychological support.

This study aimed to explore the main academic, social, and psychological
motivations behind university students' engagement in virtual communities, in
addition to identifying the associated positive and negative effects of such
involvement. The study was conducted on a sample of 236 students from Faculty of
Agriculture, Aswan University. The findings indicated that social and psychological
motivations had the highest mean scores, followed by academic motivations.
Moreover, the results showed no statistically significant differences between males
and females or between academic years in most motivation dimensions. However, a
statistically significant correlation was found between academic motivations and
positive effects. These results highlight the complexity and overlap of students'
motivations for joining virtual communities, emphasizing the need for thoughtful
professional intervention by group social workers to understand and address their
implications.
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