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Abstract

The Role of Sports Tourism in Promoting Economic Sustainability in the
Sultanate of Oman

Salma Marhoon Al-Jabri

Master's Researcher in Sports Management and Supervision at Sultan Qaboos
University

This study aimed to explore the role of sports tourism in enhancing
economic sustainability in the Sultanate of Oman. The descriptive survey
method was adopted, and data were collected through an electronic
questionnaire. The study sample consisted of 141 participants working in the
sports and tourism sectors, divided into an exploratory sample of 15 individuals
and a main sample of 126 individuals, They were selected randomly.

The findings revealed a notable diversity in sports tourism patterns, with
a clear priority given to hosting regional and Gulf sporting events. These events
constitute essential pillars for achieving sustainable economic returns by
diversifying income sources, attracting foreign investments, and developing
infrastructure. Although revenues from sponsorship and advertising were highly
valued, their ranking at the bottom indicates the need for further expansion in
utilizing these channels to maximize economic benefits. Moreover, a strong and
statistically significant relationship was found between sports tourism patterns
and economic sustainability, confirming the importance of integrating this
sector into national strategic plans for economic diversification.

The study recommended enhancing the hosting of regional and
international sports events through long-term plans to attract major tournaments,
integrating sports tourism into national economic diversification strategies via
clear policies linking this sector with other economic sectors, investing in sports
and tourism infrastructure, improving accommodation and transport facilities to
increase hosting capacity and visitor satisfaction, expanding economic revenue
channels through sponsorships, advertising, and private sector partnerships, and
encouraging applied research to measure the actual economic impact of sports
tourism.

Keywords: Tourism, Sports Tourism, Sustainable Development,
Economic Sustainability, Sultanate of Oman.
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