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This study addresses the issue of dating the Qumran 

manuscripts (Dead Sea Scrolls) and identifying their authors, 

as they represent the oldest surviving Jewish 

Hebrew/Aramaic corpus written on perishable materials 

before the Common Era, with the exception of the Nash 

Papyrus. The scrolls—particularly the complete Isaiah scroll 

from Cave 1—took us back nearly a millennium earlier than 

the previously known oldest witnesses before their discovery 

in 1947. 

The study highlights the divergent opinions regarding 

the identity of the authors: some scholars deny any 

connection between the scrolls and the Essenes (Rachel 

Elior), while others associate them with Sadducean or Zealot 

movements, or attribute them to pre-Christian or 

contemporaneous writings. In contrast, the prevailing view 

attributes them to the Essene community, relying on 

testimonies from Philo of Alexandria, Josephus, and Pliny 

the Elder, while comparing the group’s characteristics 

(communal living, purity rituals, council organization, shared 

treasury) with those mentioned in the Qumran documents—

though noting significant differences, such as the presence of 

a "war code". 

As for dating, the study relies on linen weaving, 

radiocarbon dating using AMS techniques, and analyses of 

the material, script, and ink, placing most manuscripts 



 

 

 

between 200 BCE and 70 CE, with some fragments dating 

earlier (3rd century BCE) or later. This has profoundly 

impacted the textual criticism of the Old Testament and the 

understanding of late Second Temple Judaism and early 

Christianity. 

The study also addresses modern forgery issues and 

their detection through laboratory testing, as seen in the case 

of the Museum of the Bible in Washington (2020), 

emphasizing the necessity of material analysis alongside 

historical and textual evidence. It concludes with a tripartite 

division of the copying stages (200–150 BCE, 150–30 BCE, 

30 BCE–<70 CE), stressing that debates over authorship and 

dating do not diminish the documentary value of the Qumran 

library in reconstructing the textual, sectarian, and ritual 

landscape of late Old Testament Judaism.. 

Qumran; Dead Sea Scrolls; Essenes; Old Testament textual 

criticism. 
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