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his study examines the consideration of maṣāliḥ (benefits) and mafāsid 

(harms) in Islamic jurisprudence as presented by Imam al-Sarakhsī in 

his work al-Mabsūṭ. It highlights how Islamic law prioritizes securing 

benefits and preventing harms, especially when they conflict. The 

research demonstrates al-Sarakhsī’s application of this principle in 

diverse legal areas, such as financial transactions (sales, leases, 

endowments) and personal status (marriage, guardianship), while 

emphasizing the avoidance of ambiguities in contracts and unnecessary 

debt. The study draws on Qur’anic evidence (e.g., "Allah intends ease 

for you, not hardship" [2:185]) and scholarly opinions (e.g., Ibn 

Taymiyyah and al-Shāṭibī) to underscore the precedence of public 

interest. It concludes that balancing benefits and harms is a core 

objective in Ḥanafī jurisprudence, reflecting the adaptability of Islamic 

law to individual and societal needs.  

. 

. al-Sarakhsī, maṣāliḥ mursalah, harm prevention (darʾ al-mafāsid), 

Ḥanafī jurisprudence, al-Mabsūṭ. 
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