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Human Factors of Tourism Attraction in the Western Coast of the Gulf
of Aqaba: A Geographical Study Using GIS

This study aims to highlight how human factors contribute to tourism
attraction in the sections of the western coast of the Gulf of Agaba. It
examines the population in terms of its development, growth rates,
distribution, density, and characteristics, as well as the tourism workforce
regarding its numbers and attributes.

Additionally, this study explores tourism-related services including;
accommodation facilities such as restaurants, cafés, souvenir shops, tourism
activity centers, and travel agencies. It also assesses entertainment and leisure
services, banking and healthcare services, and infrastructure services,
particularly transportation networks, water and sewage systems, electricity,
and telecommunications. This study also attempts to evaluate the human
factors of tourism attraction and identifies key opportunities for enhancing
tourists’ activity.

This study primarily employs a descriptive-analytical models, and
incorporates multiple frameworks, including the thematic, fundamental, and
behavioral approaches. Various methods were utilized such as; fieldwork,
statistician, cartographic techniques, and Geographic Information Systems
(GIS). It also reveals several key findings, including;

e The quality and diversity of services associated with tourism
accommodation ranked first among the human attraction factors, with
more than half of the surveyed tourists in the study area considering
them a major draw.

o Infrastructure services ranked last among the human attraction factors,
with only 5.8% of Russian tourists in Sharm EI-Sheikh section;
acknowledging them as a factor.

e The human factors in the study area have the potential to perform
above average and do not pose a threat or risk to tourism activity.

Keywords: Human factors, tourism attraction, tourist nationality, tourism
workforce, Gulf of Aqaba, Sharm EI-Sheikh, tourism services, infrastructure,
SWOT analysis.
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