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Child Needs According to Maslo's Hierarchy: A Critical
Study considering Ibn al-Qayyim's Educational Views.

Abstract:

This research aims to explore the child's needs according to
Maslow's hierarchy of needs matrix and to critique it considering Ibn al-
Qayyim's educational views. The researcher used the historical approach,
and descriptive documentary approach was used, to answer the study's
questions. The most significant findings were:

- It is clear from Ibn al-Qayyim's views the necessity of evaluating
Western theories, including Maslow's hierarchy of needs, according to
the Islamic approach and referring to the opinions of Muslim scholars.

- When categorizing needs, we observe that Ibn Al-Qayyim did not
classify needs into levels. Instead, he classified the child's developmental
stages into levels according to their age, from the fetal stage up to the
age of 15, with each age stage having its specific needs.

- The most significant criticism directed at Maslow's theory is its
classification of these motivations as "needs," whereas Ibn al-Qayyim
views these needs as “obligatory rights of the child in Islam™.

- A crucial need missing from Maslow's hierarchy is the need for
family. Maslow placed the need for love and belonging in the third level
of the hierarchy, while Ibn al-Qayyim considered the family as the
foundation for meeting the child's needs.

- The gradation of the child's needs in Maslow's theory differs from
Ibn al-Qayyim's perspective. In Maslow's hierarchy, the focus is on
material and psychological needs, neglecting the spiritual, devotional,
and ethical aspects. In contrast, Ibn al-Qayyim emphasizes the
importance of spiritual, devotional, and ethical needs. The omission of
such needs is a criticism of the validity of this theory.

- Ibn al-Qayyim predates Maslow's hierarchy in addressing the need
for respect and appreciation. In his book “Tuhfat al-Mawdud bi-Ahkam
al-Mawlud”, Ibn al-Qayyim dedicated a chapter entitled "On the
Permissibility of Giving a Newborn Child the Kunya (Nickname) Abu
Fulan," which indicates the fulfillment of the need for appreciation and
respect.

Keywords: Maslow's Hierarchy - Ibn al-Qayyim - Child's Needs.
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