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Culturally Responsive Teaching (CRT) Competencies Required for Social

Studies Teachers in Egyptian Refugee-Hosting Schools- - An Exploratory
Study

Prof. Dr. Basem Sabry Mohamed Salam

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the culturally responsive teaching (CRT)
competencies essential for social studies teachers in Egyptian schools that host
refugee students. To achieve this, the research utilized a questionnaire
specifically designed to explore these competencies by surveying the
perspectives of 42 Faculty members specializing in Social Studies curricula and
teaching methods at Egyptian Faculties of Education. Employing a descriptive-
analytical research methodology, the questionnaire was administered during the
second semester of the 2024-2025 academic year. The findings led to the
identification of five core culturally responsive teaching competencies, which
are: culturally responsive empathy, culturally responsive communication, cross-
cultural competencies, culturally responsive instructional adaptation, and
culturally responsive Evaluation, all of which were rated as highly important by
the participants. Based on these results, the study recommends preparing a
proposed framework for integrating culturally responsive teaching (CRT)
competencies into pre-service social studies teacher education programs at the
basic education level, and also advocates for the design and implementation of
professional development programs to enhance CRT competencies among in-
service social studies teachers in refugee-hosting schools. Additionally, the
study suggests several future research directions related to culturally responsive
teaching in diverse educational contexts.

Keywords: Social Studies — Teaching Competencies — Culturally Responsive
Teaching — Refugees.
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