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Summary: In this paper, | examine the canonical notation of the
logician and philosopher of language, Willard Quine, closely from
both its semantic and syntactic aspects, comparing it to the ideal
logical notations from which it originated. Gottlob Frege (1848-
1925) pointed out the importance of innovating an ideal language,
which Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) presented in his book with
Alfred Whitehead (1861-1947), Principia Mathematica. Ludwig
Wittgenstein (1889-1951) worked on revising it, but Russell
restricted its application only to the field of sciences while
Wittgenstein retreated and abandoned it. Rudolf Carnap (1891-
1970) remained a believer in it, striving to apply it on scientific
knowledge. However, Quine worked on revising it and after that
presenting a version of it in the form of a canonical notation,
attempting to clarify the nature of its components, such as variables
and schemes, and to demonstrate also its illustrative utility.
Accordingly, in this paper, | shall attempt to study this notation,
trying to present its components and examining them syntactically
and semantically, demonstrating its simplifying aspect especially in
modality and propositional attitudes and considering the main
criticisms directed at it.

Keywords: canonical notation-logic-philosophy of logic-philosophy
of language-atheletic and non-atheletic modalities-temporal
modalityies.
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Ve o AN o gl b Ead) medaly shiall dasia  Su syl T
* Quine, W. V. Methods of Logic, p. 130.
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! , Hylton, P. Quine, p. 28.

Russell B. “The Phllosophy of Logical Atomism,” pp. 265-66.

% Quine, W. V. (1970/1987) Philosophy of Logic, New Delhi: Prentice-Hall of
India., pp. 13-14.
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L Ibid., p. 95.

2 Carnap, R. (1937) Logical Syntax of Language, London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, pp. 39-40.

® Quine, Lectures On Carnap, p. 95.

% Ibid., p. 92.
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! Russell, B. “The Philosophy of Logical Atomism,” pp. 230-31.
? Ibid., pp. 44-46.
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2 Gibson, JR, R. F. The Philosophy of W.V. Quine, p. 137.
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¥ Quine, W. V. Word and Object, p. 171.

* (Quine, W. V. Quine, W. V. (1981) Theories and Things, Cambridge and
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press., pp. 12-13.
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Ways of Paradox and Other Essays, pp. 185-96, p.188.
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