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Title of the Study: "The Effectiveness of an Enrichment Activity-Based
Instructional Unit in Developing Divergent Thinking Skills in
Geography among Lower Secondary School Students™

Prepared by: Dr. Yasser Mohamed Abdelhady El-Akshar
Faculty of Education — Helwan University

Abstract:

The aim of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of an
instructional unit based on enrichment activities in developing divergent
thinking skills in geography among students in the second cycle of basic
education.

To achieve the research objective, a list of divergent thinking skills
appropriate for students at this educational stage was prepared, and an
instructional unit based on enrichment activities was developed to enhance
these skills through the teaching of geography. A teacher’s guide for the unit
was also created. The research tools included a "Divergent Thinking in
Geography Test" designed to measure the effectiveness of the instructional
unit.

The researcher employed the descriptive analytical method to study divergent
thinking skills and enrichment activities, and the experimental method with
two groups (experimental and control) to apply the research. The study was
conducted on a sample of 60 second-year preparatory students, equally
divided between the two groups.

The research findings revealed:

A statistically significant difference between the pre- and post-test mean
scores of the experimental group in the divergent thinking test in favor of the
post-test.

A statistically significant difference between the post-test mean scores of the
experimental and control groups in favor of the experimental group.

The results indicated that 95% of the variance in students' divergent thinking
skill levels was due to the effect of the enrichment unit, demonstrating the
strong impact and effectiveness of the experimental unit. The unit included
stimulating and diverse enrichment activities and teaching strategies based on
active interaction, which contributed to expanding thinking and enhancing
cognitive flexibility and fluency among students.

Keywords: Divergent Thinking — Enrichment Activities — Geography
Teaching
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